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1.   Welcome

M Bullough opened the meeting at 1740 and thanked everyone for attending.  He then gave a brief explanation of the purpose and structure of the Forum.
2.  Minutes of Last Meeting and matters arising
No matters arising from minutes of last meeting.
J Harris said that he would like to ask 2 points before the meeting commenced.

1. The timing of the meeting.  He said that the meeting was too early and that he would prefer a later time so the working day was not interrupted.  M Bullough said this would be taken into consideration when arranging the next meeting.

2. Election of new Chairman.  He said that due to the section 106 agreement he thought the Forum had been reconstituted and therefore a new Chairman should be elected.  R Gordon said that the forum had not been reconstituted by the 106 agreement but its remit had been extended so there was no need to elect a new chairman.  M Bullough said that this issue would be clarified at the next meeting.

M Bullough said that both he and R Gordon are available to answer queries raised by forum members between meetings.
3.  Review of Declaration of Interests 

Nothing declared 
4.  Presentation and Update of development plans and activity by Airport Director
R Gordon made a presentation to the Forum Members.   The key points of this presentation were:
· The Airport Today:- covering what is required for the maintenance for the day to day operation of the airport, who uses the airport and compliance with regulators.
· Planning History:- covering the history of the withdrawn 1st planning application, the current application with its conditions and related section 106 agreement.
· Conditions:- an in depth explanation of the conditions the Local Planning Authority had attached to the planning permission.
· Section 106 Agreement:-more details on the legally binding agreement that has been voluntarily entered into by Stobart Air Ltd to ensure that the runway upgrade is carried out along side the landside development of the Stobart HQ.
5.   Noise Management Proposal
R Gordon outlined the noise management proposals to the Forum.  He advised that K Packer (Manager Air Traffic Services) had been appointed as the Noise Manager and that he would make a presentation to the next meeting. 
6.  Ecology (Biodiversity Management) Proposals
R Gordon explained that the airport is a designated County Wildlife Site.   A Habitat Scheme and Biodiversity Action Plan will be submitted prior to work being carried out.  
M Bullough thanked R Gordon for his presentation and asked if there were any questions.

C Nicolson asked what the PCN value of the new runway would be. R Gordon answered that it would be no less than 31.  After further questioning R Gordon said that the initial PCN would be greater than 31 but less than 40 so that even with natural wear and tear the minimum value would be maintained at no less than 31 over the expected lifetime of the runway.

S Benson asked what PCN meant? And what did 31 represent? R Gordon explained that PCN is an abbreviation of Pavement Classification Number and the number refers to the weight tolerance of the runway.   This weight tolerance had been chosen as it was sufficient for the airport to accept 40 to 50 seat aircraft it expects will use the airport.

D Harpley asked if the consultation for bats had been done.  R Gordon replied that this had been included in the ecology plan.

S Benson asked if the Forum Members would be able to see the habitat plan.  R Gordon said that it would be presented to forum when completed.

J Harris asked about time scales for the work on the site to begin.  R Gordon responded by saying that there were 3 aspects to this:
1. The outcome of an appeal lodged by a local farmer against the recent decision by a Judge that a Judicial Review of the planning consent was not necessary.  The appeal will be held in late September.    

2. There are 3 farmers that have tenancies on the footprint of the new building.  Negotiations have been started with these farmers and will have to be concluded before work can start.

3. The completion of work on the planning conditions from the Council
R Gordon said that he hoped that work would be able to begin in 3 months time.
J Harris asked if the roundabout would be the first part of the development to be built and how much work has been done.   R Gordon agreed that this was likely to be the first part of the plan to be worked on and that although he was not directly involved he was aware that a lot of work had been done already in conjunction with the Council.  

7. Annual Report

Not applicable for this meeting

8.  Any Other Business

None

9.  Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held at the airport on Wednesday 4th November at 1900.
R Gordon reminded all members that he was always available if they wanted to talk to him about any matters arsing from the airport development.
