Carlisle Airport revamp would safeguard 1,500 jobs
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A new report says the redevelopment of Carlisle Airport could generate more than £38 million a year and safeguard the future of more than 1,500 jobs.

Consultants’ report

Consultants say the airport would play a vital role in the future of the county and not redeveloping it would send out ‘highly negative messages’ that the area is ‘not open for business’.

The points are raised in a 104-page study commissioned by Cumbria Vision – the body leading the county’s regeneration – to measure the economic impact of the proposed redevelopment on the local area. Its chairman, Roger Liddle, believes the opportunity to redevelop the Crosby-on-Eden airfield should not be lost.

The study estimates that 1,255 jobs would be safeguarded if the airport was developed, including 565 at Eddie Stobart and Stobart Rail, aeronautical-related jobs directly linked to the base and a further 250-plus linked to the operation of the Stobart Group.

A further 157 full-time posts would be created and another 92 would be made in the construction sector if the redevelopment was approved.

But it states that Cumbria and Carlisle’s image would be ‘severely dented’ should the airport close as it was predicted in the latest planning application tabled last week.

Warning of potential dangers if Stobart Air fails to win approval, the study says that a £50 million local supply chain could also be severely affected if the company pulls out of the county and relocates to Cheshire.

The Ekos report says it would be interpreted elsewhere that:

·  Carlisle is not open for business; 

·  Carlisle’s remoteness and inaccessibility would remain; and 

·  Carlisle does not value its major home-grown business. 

It estimates too that £36.25 million of Cumbria’s annual economic value would be safeguarded, a further £2.12 million would be generated on top of that every year and £1.24 million would be generated in the redevelopment’s construction phase.

Ekos consultants were asked to measure the economic impact of plans to move the Stobart Group’s headquarters to the airport site and bring the airport back to a standard that will enable commercial passenger flights to restart.

It stresses the value of Carlisle Airport to Cumbria as a whole, helping county businesses expand, improve access and open up to new and existing markets.

The area would also become more attractive to inward investment and would help the nuclear industry, the study states.

The report adds that a “modest” approach to commercial operations could see 100,000 passengers pass through the airport gates each year and open up Cumbria to more “high value” visitors from London, the South East and Europe.

Cumbria Vision chairman Roger Liddle said: “This study demonstrates in the strongest possible terms just how important the development of Carlisle Airport is to Cumbria’s economy. These are cold hard facts which cannot be ignored.”

Cumbria Vision has given the appraisalto Stobart Air so it can be used as supporting information in its latest planning application.

An earlier £35 million scheme was shelved. The latest bid, submitted last week, is less ambitious, costing around £20 million.

The development of Carlisle Airport is one of the major projects included in the Cumbria Economic Plan – the first county-wide strategy for regeneration.

